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12th Annual Bay Area Book Festival Full Lineup Announced
Downtown Berkeley Transforms Into Space for Radical Imagination May 29-31, 2026

BERKELEY, CA, March 28, 2026- The Bay Area Book Festival (BABF) announces the full
program for the 12th Annual Bay Area Book Festival, with 350+ authors, 123+ programs, 21
stages, 150 exhibitors, and 25,000+ writers and readers uniting in Downtown Berkeley, May
29-31, 2026. More than 95% of the festival’'s programming is presented free to the public.

This year’s festival theme, “Writing The Future” (inspired by the transformative legacies of
Octavia Butler and James Baldwin), challenges authors, readers, and communities to move
beyond reacting to crises and instead embrace responsive, imaginative action that builds toward
justice and liberation. The festival serves as both a cultural celebration and a critical gathering
space where authors, organizers, and audiences unite around urgent contemporary issues
while uplifting marginalized voices.

“Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria (FIGR) is proud to serve as the presenting
sponsor of the 12th Annual Bay Area Book Festival, “ said Greg Sarris, FIGR Chairman.
“We share the festival’s commitment to fostering a love of reading and expanding access
to books for all communities, with a particular emphasis on Native American voices. The
festival plays a vital role in elevating Native storytellers and celebrating the rich
contributions of both established and emerging writers. Having supported this enriching
event for the past several years, we are honored to continue championing its focus on
social justice, meaningful policy dialogue, and the enduring power of the written word.”

Programs and stages are organized into the following categories:

The festival features intimate conversations with some of today’s most influential thought
leaders including Nnedi Okorafor, Marshall Ganz, Saul Williams, Rebecca Solnit, Susana M.
Morris, Alexis Pauline Gumbs, Stephen Graham Jones, Tananarive Due, and many more.
Tickets for headliner events are now on sale, starting at $20.

Democracy Dialogues tackle some of today’s most pressing issues, including academic
freedom, press freedom, detentions, and civil rights, alongside conversations about maintaining
mindful, sustainable engagement in turbulent times.

Sunday’s Inside Ideas programming features themed stages spanning general fiction,
romantasy, sci-fi, thriller, mystery, horror, nonfiction, and a dedicated Native California stage.

YouthLit, the festival’s youth and family-oriented programming, has expanded to both Saturday
at the Berkeley Public Library, and Sunday at Martin Luther King, Jr. Civic Center Park, as part


http://baybookfest.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/2026-headliners-4823471
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of the Bookworm Block Party (which runs along several blocks of Allston Way). Leading the
program curation is the Social Justice Children’s Book Fair, joined by a special activation from
ArtEsteem on Sunday. Multiple stages will host meaningful conversations with authors, poetry
readings, read-alouds, and more.

The newly renovated Martin Luther King, Jr. Civic Center Park will also be home to the festival’s
new Chill Zone sponsored by Bay Area retailer Sports Basement, and outfitted with camping
chairs and picnic tables, offering a festive and cozy outdoor reading lounge. Meetups with local
chapters of the Silent Book Club and other independent book clubs are being planned.

Some of today’s favorite writers will be in attendance featuring genres like romantasy, poetry,
science fiction, horror, fiction, children’s literature and more. Notable authors include Greg
Sarris, Kelly Yang, Reyna Grande, Kate Schatz, Evan Leikam, Chuck Tingle, Roque Raquel
Salas Riveras, Kevin Wilson, R.O. Kwon, Julian Winters, Phoebe Robinson, Alexis Pauline
Gumbs, Annalee Newitz, Isis Asare, Thrity Umrigar, Renee Swindle, Susana M. Morris, Max
Delsohn, Julian Brave NoiseCat, Elaine Hsieh Chou, Emily St. James, Kyla Zhao, and Sophia
Benoit (the full lineup is now available here).

Registration for the festival’s free writing workshops is also now open. Located at the Brower
Center in three concurrent theaters, 15 one-hour Writers’” Workshops will cover a wide range of
topics, from generative nature poetry and audiobook narrating to memoir writing, zine-making,
and navigating MFA programs and literary communities, plus dedicated workshops for youth
and transitional-age young adults. Due to limited capacity, advance registration is required for all
writing workshops.

How To Get Involved

Attendees can become a “Friend of the Festival”’ to secure headliner tickets and other perks,
including free access to year-round programming like our Merritt Dialogue Speaker Series,
invites to the kickoff Authors’ Party, and much more.

The Bay Area Book Festival is powered by more than 250-300 volunteers from across the Bay
Area who come together to create this extraordinary literary celebration. Volunteer opportunities
include event support, author hospitality, stage management, and more. Festival organizers are

still accepting sponsors.

Festival venue partners include The David Brower Center, Hotel Shattuck Plaza, The Berkeley
Public Library, the newly reopened Martin Luther King Jr Civic Center Park, BART Plaza, The
Freight, The Marsh Arts Center, the Magnes, and the City of Berkeley which hosts the
Bookworm Block Party along Allston Way.

For a full list of programs and schedules visit www.baybookfest.org/2026schedule/


https://socialjusticechildrensbooks.org/
https://www.artesteem.org/
https://silentbook.club/
http://baybookfest.org/2026speakers
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/2026-writers-workshops-4826299
https://givebutter.com/writingthefuture
https://www.baybookfest.org/volunteer
https://www.baybookfest.org/sponsors/
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChsSEwiCkYD4xKyTAxXtJUQIHbjmLR8YACICCAEQABoCZHo&ae=2&aspm=1&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwve7NBhC-ARIsALZy9HU6CTk0eU9sfGm93KnlxD7n1XE9ZnldEdXfxi5L-A2MAg-PYNJWQNAaAkppEALw_wcB&cid=CAASZeRopdwDBioB-IJts2r9E5cuyw4HsV4J0jsOWlZ0Vo_lO7DUyotptMlpXry-NCpjH5lyfZ5U0R7T0FeSV_P3jLeUgkUXYGREW5JtZqwKRGh-i8wUSPKBqR65CBUmDpqE-oPYWBjH&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_35&sig=AOD64_0_c2Rz4Z5qBH6zf9pECLNWKgZHOw&q&nis=4&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwjx9ff3xKyTAxUpOUQIHV7IDlQQ0Qx6BAgXEAI
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChsSEwiPm86UxayTAxViIkQIHYhNNFUYACICCAEQABoCZHo&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwve7NBhC-ARIsALZy9HWUmxLvrFC-tnKXk3RX4Ri8vP8ddpMq63FqZAMkEs_Bp9Enxyk8RvoaAoHEEALw_wcB&cid=CAASZeRoHsnVGmRgANnYIyFfsWwNjVxhsLo5A6v7eeRDXnzm1nPV2Bb3-4RYWMkTaV7g8xxPz1QJr4DVR4KBRwzKvFy33-KiXNbtPutHHHxDmybHIQvhAZ46Ub8bwMsMyfcMhF_Q9mTa&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_32&sig=AOD64_0JlHn-13KeMdAxXghlZh-DlNpGag&q&nis=4&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwiossiUxayTAxX2h-4BHUPWJ3UQ0Qx6BAg5EAQ
https://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/home
https://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/home
https://berkeleyca.gov/community-recreation/parks-recreation/parks/martin-luther-king-jr-civic-center-park
https://berkeleyca.gov/community-recreation/civic-arts/public-art/downtown-berkeley-bart-plaza
https://thefreight.org/
https://thefreight.org/
https://themarsh.org/
https://magnes.berkeley.edu/
https://www.baybookfest.org/2026schedule/
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ABOUT: The Bay Area Book Festival unites readers, writers, and changemakers through three
cornerstone programs: the flagship Bay Area Book Festival presented by the Federated Indians
of Graton Rancheria, the Merritt Dialogues, and the Affinity Lit Collectives. Our mission is to
uplift and honor the full spectrum of literary voices, with particular care for those who have been
historically excluded or marginalized, while encouraging reading, creative expression, and
critical thinking across all ages and backgrounds. We aim to build authentic relationships among
communities that foster understanding, resilience, and collective action, and we stand for social
justice and equity by centering urgent conversations and nurturing emerging leaders in the field
of literature.
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