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Book signings & sales immediately 
follow each session on-site, with 

our participating booksellers

Presented by Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria  

In partnership with the San Francisco Chronicle

baybookfest.org 

The Freight

Green Apple Books

Brower Center 
Kinzie Room 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM	
Mindful Democracy
Jeremy Engels, Kailea Rose Loften, 
Liza Rankow, Rima Vesely-
Flad, and Kate Rose Weiner, 
moderated by Dereca Blackmon

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Shadows of Liberty: 
Immigrant Detention in  
the US
Veronica Granillo, Satsuki Ina, 
Ana Raquel Minian, and Daniel 
A. Olivas, moderated by Piper 
Kerman

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Civil Rights and 
Structural Attacks
Walter Riley and Jesse Strauss, 
moderated by Boots Riley

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Preserving Press 
Freedom
Lisa Armstrong, Frances 
Dinkelspiel, Dr. Nolan Higdon, 
and T.M. Scruggs, moderated 
by TBD

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Academic Free Speech
Hatem Bazian, Aleida García, 
and Brian Soucek, moderated 
by TBD

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Chismes Con Safos: 
Speculative Storytelling 
as Collective Resistance
Rosanna Alvarez

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Maker, Mentor, Muse: 
The Spirit of the Work
Mary Volmer and Maw Shein 
Win

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Teen Poetry Workshop
Led by Youth Speaks	
Gabriel Cortez and Youth 
Speaks

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Advice for Emergent 
Authors and Literary 
Program Alumns
Aleah Bradshaw, Gabriel 
Cortez, Zoe Dorado, Giovanna 
Lomanto, and Darius Simpson

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Zine Workshop!
Liz Acosta, Boone Ashlock, and 
Judy Tuan

W R I T E R S ’  W O R K S H O P S  ( P l e a s e  R S V P )DEMOCRACY DIALOGUES

Brower Center   
Goldman Theater 

Pegasus Books
(lobby)Tally Ho! Books

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
How to Find (& Create)
Your Literary 
Community
Liz Cahill, Janis Cooke Newman, 
Peggy Lee, Rachel Richardson, 
Jesus Sierra, and Kurt Wallace

12:15 – 1:15 PM
The Ins and Outs of MFA 
programs with SJSU
J. Michael Martinez, Brook 
McClurg, Keenan Norris, and 
Nick Taylor 

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Getting Unstuck with 
Ramona Ausubel	
Ramona Ausubel

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Writers on Process – 
Open Book
Dave Madden, D. A. Powell, 
and Susan Steinberg, 
moderated by Laleh Khadivi
 

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Becoming an 
“Authorpreneur”	
Grant Faulkner and Tavia 
Stewart

Brower Center
Tamalpais Room 

 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Indicator Lights: Fine 
Tuning the Past to Drive 
Your Story into the 
Future
Devi Laskar and Elizabeth Stark

12:15 – 1:15 PM
How to Become an 
Audiobook Narrator
Elisabeth Lagelée and Ann 
Richardson, moderated by Pam 
Kelly

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Preserving Ancestral 
Knowledge as BIPOC 
Writers
Eirinie Carson, Sabina Khan-
Ibarra, Rowena Leong Singer, 
and Grace Loh Prasad

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Maps for Worlds Still 
Becoming: Experiments 
in Genre, Language, 
and Form
Aimee Phan, Jasmin Darznik, 
Zeina Hashem Beck, and Eric 
Olson

4:00 – 5:00 PM
What is That Beautiful 
House: Crafting 
Engaging Settings and 
Playful Prose
Miah Jeffra and Tomas Moniz

Book Society Book Society

HEADLINERs
at the 

freight
$20 general admission,  

while tickets last
Green Apple Books

SATURDAY, MAY 30
5:30 – 7:00 PM

Publishing the Future
Kate Gale, Cynthia  

Leitich Smith, Hannah 
Moushabeck, and Phoebe 
Robinson, moderated by 

María Mínguez Arias

7:30 – 9:00 PM
Hope is a Time Traveler: 

Globalist Pasts & 
Potentials

Rebecca Solnit and Saul 
Williams, moderated by 

Christie George  
(illustrator Morgan Sörne 

joining for signing)

New!
FRIDAY, MAY 29

6:00 – 7:30 PM
Building Worlds, 
Building Power

Marshall Ganz and Nnedi 
Okorafor, moderated by 

Walidah Imarisha

FRI, May 29 +

SAT 
May 30

12th Annual Bay Area Book Festival
Free admission to all daytime programs! 



10:30 – 11:30 AM
Exploring the Ups and 
Downs of Creating Early 
Chapter Book Series
Donna Barba Higuera, Mike 
Jung, and LeUyen Pham, 
moderated by Shani B

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM
Staying True to Our 
Futuristic Minds
Abigail Hing Wen, Aida Salazar, 
and Kelly Yang, moderated by 
Allyson Bogie and Penelope

1:00 – 2:00 PM
Library Joy with Mychal 
Threets!
Mychal Threets, Ash, Chloe, 
Miley, and Samaya, moderated 
by Shani B

2:15 – 3:15 PM
Artful Solutions: Middle 
Grade and YA Graphic 
Novels
Alina Chau, Maia Kobabe, 
LeUyen Pham, Swati “Lucky” 
Srikumar, and Nadine Takvorian, 
moderated by Elaine Tai

3:30 – 4:30 PM
HILO PRESENTS: THE 
MIGHTY	
Judd Winick

Eastwind Books Medicine for NightmaresOn Waverly
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Berkeley Public Library
Mystery Room

2nd floor 

Berkeley Public Library 
Community Room

3rd floor

Berkeley Public Library 
Story Room

4th floor

DEMOCRACY  DIALOGUES • WRITERS’ WORKSHOPS
YOUTHLIT @ the LIBRARY

YOUTHLIT @ the LIBRARY 
90 Youth & YA  Authors  •  20 Children’s Book Exhibitors

interactive Fun for Youngsters, Middle Grade, and Teens!

10:30 – 11:30 AM
Unleashing the Super 
Hero Within
Etty Alberto, Sofia, Gabby Le, 
and Latanya, moderated by 
Amana Harris

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM
Shells, Lions, and 
Pomegranate Trees: 
Picture Books 
Approaching Difficult 
Topics
Sharon Fujimoto-Johnson, 
Sheila Hackbarth, and Nikoo 
Yahyazadeh, moderated by 
Innosanto Nagara

1:00 – 2:00 PM
Media Literacy In and 
Out of the Classroom
Heather Dodge, Nolan Higdon, 
Meredith Irby, and Jackie 
Overlid, moderated by Jessica 
Lee

2:15 – 3:15 PM
From the Frontlines 
of the Culture War: 
Advocates for Youth 
Share Their Stories
Kyle Casey Chu, Anoosh 
Jorjorian, and Betsy Sergeant, 
moderated by Sue Granzella

3:30 – 4:30 PM
Fighting for Our Right  
to Read
Joanna Ho, Hannah 
Moushabeck, and Dashka 
Slater, moderated by Alejandra 
Domenzain

10:45 – 11:15 AM
Let’s Draw Dog 
Characters
Bethanie Murguia

11:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Navigating Emotional 
Storms with Nunu
Isabella Kung

12:15 – 12:45 PM
Make Your Own Secret 
Codes!
Lauren Davis, Mel Hilario, and 
Katie Longua (a.k.a. Triple 
Dream Comics)

1:00 – 1:30 PM
Carbon Storytime & 
Nature Craft
Ruchi Shah

1:45 – 2:15 PM
Mixed Rice Reading & 
Mindfulness Workshop 
with Sophie Sarkar
Sophie Dipti Sarkar

2:30 – 3:00 PM
Leslie Lew – Heart of  
the Warrior
Leslie Lew

3:15 – 3:45 PM
Screen to Page with 
Rebekah Piatte
Rebekah Piatte

Hicklebee’s Bookstore, Inc.

Berkeley Public Library 
Teen Room

1st floor

10:30 – 11:15 AM
I Am the Moment: Voices 
of a New Generation
Emceed by Cinnamongirls 
Amiyah, Araceli, Maya, and Mila, 
moderated by Ameera Jackson

11:30 AM – 12:15 PM
Too Cool for Middle 
School: Extracurricular 
Pursuits!
Jennifer Dickinson, Marissa 
Moss, and Kyla Zhao, 
moderated by Yesica Hurd

12:30 – 1:15 PM
Make Some Noise for 
Musical Reads!
Aya de León, Bean Topou, 
and Alexandra Leigh Young, 
moderated by Kyle Casey Chu/
Panda Dulce

1:30 – 2:15 PM
In Search of Middle 
Grade Mysteries
Tracy Badua, Shafaq Khan, and 
Nikki Shannon Smith, 
moderated by Sharon Levin

2:30 – 3:15 PM
Bold Strokes: Portraits 
of Chicana Voices in YA 
Literature
Carolina Ixta, Angela Montoya, 
René Peña-Govea, and Sandra 
Proudman, moderated by Aida 
Salazar

3:30 – 4:15 PM
Flourishing Out of Place: 
Stories of Boyhood and 
Coming of Age
Tamika Burgess, Byron Graves, 
and Rachael Meyers Jones, 
moderated by Robert Alexander

Y O U T H L I T  @  T H E  L I B R A R Y

Medicine for Nightmares

Berkeley Public Library 
Children’s Nonfiction Area

4th floor

10:30 – 11:00 AM  (Read-Aloud)	
Tales for Littles
Eunice Moyle, Sandra Salsbury, 
and Kati Douglas, emceed by 
Cinnamongirls Élan and Grace

11:15 – 11:45 AM  (Read-Aloud)
Hair Hugs
Janelle Harper and Tanisia Moore, 
emceed by Cinnamongirls Laila  
and Zoë

12:00 – 12:30 PM  (Read-Aloud)
Names Like Chameleons: 
Language and Identity  
Ciiku Ndung’u-Case and Erica 
Schlaikjer, emceed by Cinnamongirls 
Maia and Yemariam

12:45 – 1:15 PM  (Read-Aloud)
Illustrious Inventors:  
Picture Book Biographies
Ainissa Ramirez and Shruthi Rao, 
emceed by Cinnamongirls Elle and 
Naima

1:30 – 2:00 PM  (Read-Aloud)
Friends, Not Food! 
Stephanie Lucianovic and Kimberly 
Tso, emceed by Cinnamongirls  
Claire and Devin

2:15 – 2:45 PM (Read-Aloud)
Mysterious Monsters and 
Ghostly Encounters
Jorge Lacera, Megan Lacera, and 
Rachel Michelle Wilson, emceed by 
Cinnamongirls Quetzali and Amelia

3:00 – 3:45 PM (Panel /Read-Aloud)
Dreaming for the Stars: 
Black Joy from Present to 
Future 
Alice Faye Duncan, Kimberley A.  
Gordon Biddle, and Natasha Tarpley, 
moderated by Shia Shabazz Smith



The Freight

Green Apple Books The Escapist/Dark Carnival 

The Marsh  
Berkeley
Theater 

The Marsh 
Berkeley
Cabaret 
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Book signings & sales immediately 
follow each session on-site, with 

our participating booksellers

sun 
MAY 31

12th Annual Bay Area Book Festival
Free admission to all daytime programs! 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Best of California
Venita Blackburn, Elaine 
Castillo, John Freeman, and 
Reyna Grande, moderated 
by Steve Wasserman, 
introduction by Blaise Zerega

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Taking the Long 
Roadtrip Home
Kevin Wilson and Irena Smith, 
moderated by Julie Coryell

1:30 – 2:30 PM
The Last Human Bear: 
Exclusive Early Book 
Launch with Greg 
Sarris
Greg Sarris, interviewed by 
Susan Straight

2:45 – 3:45 PM
In Terms of Freedom: 
Women’s Rights, 
Bodily Autonomy, 
Future of Ethical Care
Judy Juanita, Rebecca Kelliher, 
Kate Schatz, and Shelley Sella, 
moderated by Carole Joffe

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Dreams Can Be 
Deceiving: Asian 
American Identities
Elaine Hsieh Chou, Vanessa 
Hua, Lisa Lee, and Kelly Yang, 
moderated by Dion Lim

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Starships & Second 
Chances: Tales of 
Memory, Belonging and 
Exile in Space Opera 
Sci-Fi
Millie Abecassis, Elaine U. 
Cho, and Tim Melody Pratt, 
moderated by Julia Vee

12:15 – 1:15 PM
When the Past Comes 
Calling: Crime Fiction 
Across America’s Fault 
Lines
Naomi Hirahara, Susie Hara, 
Shobha Rao, Faye Snowden, 
and Élan Les Vies moderated by 
Randal Brandt

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Dark Nights of the 
Soul: Mental Health in 
Translation
Jeremy Tiang and Tatiana 
Țibuleac, moderated by Rita 
Bullwinkel

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Heartware: Robots, 
Relationships, and the 
Future of Us
J.P. Lacrampe, Annalee Newitz, 
and Suzanne Wang, moderated 
by Nina Schuyler

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Inherited Hauntings: 
Horror at Home
Eirinie Carson, Victor Manibo, 
and Tamika Thompson, 
moderated by Allison Mick

Walden Pond Books

Presented by Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria  

In partnership with the San Francisco Chronicle

baybookfest.org 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Hidden Agendas: 
Cults, Corruption and 
Conspiracy in the 
Modern Thriller
Sarah Gailey, Jendia Gammon, 
Luke Goebel, and Paddy Hirsch, 
moderated by Marie Sutro

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Speculative Belonging: 
Crafting Queer-
Centered Realities	
Charlie Jane Anders, Syr Hayati 
Beker, and Annalee Newitz 
moderated by Kristina M. 
Canales

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Who Did It? A Thriller 
Panel of Secrets and 
Suspicion
Victor Manibo, Kelli Stanley, 
and Thrity Umrigar, moderated 
by Dr. Nicholas Baham III

2:45 – 3:45 PM
What the Magic Hides: 
Moral Truths and 
Mystery in YA Fantasy
S. Hati, Ama Ofosua Lieb, 
Lio Min, and Emily Renk 
Hawthorne, moderated by 
Michelle Ruiz Keil

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Post-Disaster Futures: 
Sci-Fi Visions of 
Survival and Renewal
Susanna Kwan, T. K. Rex, and 
Chuck Tingle, moderated by 
Lara Messersmith-Glavin

Hotel Shattuck Plaza 
Crystal Ballroom 

Sausalito Books by 
the Bay

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Taking Pride in 
Transformative Latin 
American Works
Julián Delgado Lopera, Alan 
Pelaez Lopez, and Roque 
Raquel Salas Rivera, moderated 
by Caro De Robertis

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Unsung Heroines: 
Visionary Women  
of the Bay Area
Rae Alexandra and Jewelle 
Gomez, moderated by Kate 
Schatz

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Brevity: Souls of Short 
Stories
Lisa Alvarez, Jude Berman, Max 
Delsohn, M Lin, and Eric Wat, 
moderated by Marcos “Coco” 
James

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Out of the Darkness: 
Translators and Editors 
of Swedish Literature
Amanda Doxtater, Victoria 
Haggblom, David Katznelson, 
and Vendela Vida, moderated by 
Linda Rugg

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Kaleidoscopic 
Convergence with 2025 
NCBA Fiction Finalists	
Rita Bullwinkel, Anita Felicelli, 
R.O. Kwan, Greg Sarris, and Nina 
Schuyler, moderated by Jane 
Ciabattari

I N S I D E  I D E A S

5:30 – 7:00 PM
What Haunts Us 

Still: Surviving and 
Storytelling

Tananarive Due and 
Stephen Graham Jones, 

moderated by  
Ayize Jama-Everett

7:30 – 9:00 PM
Black Feminist 
Futurescaping

Alexis Pauline Gumbs 
and Susana M. Morris, 

moderated by Isis Asare

HEADLINERs
at the 

freight
$20 general admission,  

while tickets last
Green Apple Books
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NATIVE VOICES • CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS • ROMANTASY + MORE!

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Environmentally 
Resourceful: Global 
Climate Action
Vince Beiser, Ann Carlson, 
moderated by Vijaya Nagarajan

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Behind the Scenes of 
Audiobook Production
Jen Aldrich, Ray Archie (Brooklyn 
Sound Labs), and Abigail Reno, 
moderated by Ann Richardson

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Out of the Blue, I Found 
You
Emily St. James and Renee 
Swindle, moderated by Nayomi 
Munaweera

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Creative Futures: 
Making Room Together
Shizue Seigel, Kimi Sugioka, 
Kelechi Ubozoh, and Andre Le 
Mont Wilson

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Contemplations of 
Tomorrow: Women’s Lit 
Affinity Group 
Josa Goodlife, Sherry Keith, 
Regina Lawless Toney, and 
Michelle St. Romain Wilson, 
moderated by Michaila 
Oberhoffer

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Restorative Resistance: 
Flow, Yoga, and 
Meditation
Cynthia Li, Ronald E. Purser, and 
Anjali Rao, moderated by Kei 
Yamamoto

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Prescribed Inequalities: 
Confronting Structural 
Racism in Healthcare
Khiara Bridges, Nicole Carr, and 
Vanessa Grubbs, moderated by 
Jennifer James

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Landscape as 
Dreamscape: 
Environmental Stories
Jeremy Collins, Grant Faulkner, 
and Caroline Tracey, moderated 
by Rue Mapp

2:45 – 3:45 PM
On Loop: Black Sonic 
Politics in Oakland
Alex Werth and Yakpasua 
Zazaboi, moderated by Azucena 
Rasilla

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Catastrophic Catalysis: 
Women Taking Risks for 
Humanity
Devi Laskar, Susan Straight, 
Naomi Vladeck, and Rita Woods, 
moderated by Seema Vennam

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
From Sideline to 
Spotlight: YA Romance
Delali Adjoa, Eva Des Lauriers, 
and Danielle Parker, moderated 
by Lauren Meshkin and Tiina 
Schuh of Boutique Book 
Retreats

12:15 – 1:15 PM
Grim Kingdoms & 
Reckless Magic: Dark 
Fantasy in Revolt
Evan Leikman, Madeleine 
Nakamura, and Andrea Stewart, 
moderated by Hana Lee

1:30 – 2:30 PM
Swords, Seas, and 
Returning Home: Epic 
Quests and Cultural 
Magic in YA Fantasy
Samantha Chong, Makiia 
Lucier, and Sandra Proudman, 
moderated by Dahlia De La Vega

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Always a Time for 
Romance
Sophia Benoit, Keya Chatterjee, 
and Julian Winters, moderated 
by Lauren Meshkin and Tiina 
Schuh of Boutique Book 
Retreats

4:00 – 5:00 PM
Dangerous Dealings in 
Romantasy
Bita Behzadi, Cassandra James, 
Angela Montoya, and Analeigh 
Sbrana, moderated by Danielle 
DeVeaux

Brower Center   
Goldman Theater 

Pegasus Books

The MagnesBrower Center
Kinzie Room

Pegasus Books

Bookworm
Block Party

The Velvet Chapter  
Bookshop Ashay by the Bay

Brower Center  
Tamalpais Room

Revolution Books

11:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Native Voices: Youth 
Writers from the 2026 
Graton Writing Project
Various Students, moderated 
by Greg Sarris, Chairman 
of the Federated Indians of 
Graton Rancheria

12:45 – 1:45 PM
From Colleagues to 
Courtship: Indigenous 
Romance
Tashia Hart, Pamela 
Sanderson, Dani Trujillo, 
moderated by Naomi Darling

2:00 – 3:00 PM
Bright Futures Ahead 
for Native Youth Lit
Byron Graves, Cynthia 
Leitich Smith, and Brook M 
Thompson, moderated by 
Muriel Ammon

3:15 – 4:15 PM
Traveling the Pages of 
Indigenous Memoirs
Julian Brave Noisecat and 
Terria Smith, moderated by 
Viola LeBeau

NATIVE CALIFORNIA 
STAGE

Presented by Federated Indians 
of Graton Rancheria

Bookworm 
Block Party!

11:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Allston Way + MLK  Jr. 

Civic Center Park
(see page W12 for full schedule)

New! 
Chill Zone Reading 

Lounge
sponsored by Sports Basement

Poetry Stage in BART Plaza

Poetry Stage on Harold Way 

YouthLit Read-Aloud and 
Family Stages in the Park

120+ Exhibitors

Small Press Alley

Health in Community 

Activities

ArtEsteem

Collective Book  
Studio Stage

Food Court

I N S I D E  I D E A S

Sunday Bookworm Block Party
Allston Way + MLK Jr. Civic Center Park

New! Chill Zone Reading Lounge sponsored by Sports Basement
Poetry + YouthLit Stages  •  Health in Community  •  Small Press Alley + More


